The Constitution of the White Earth Nation was ratified by sworn delegates on April 4, 2009. The Constitution declares a separation from the current federal constitution that consolidated six Anishinaabe or Chippewa reservations in Minnesota. This federal constitutional association has not served the specific interests of the citizens of the White Earth Reservation. The disposition of treaty land, for instance, and the uses of natural resources cannot equitably be decided by any other government or federation of reservations. Forty citizen delegates were appointed to deliberate the appropriate formation of an independent reservation government. In the past two years after three two-day Constitutional Conventions on the White Earth Reservation, Gerald Vizenor was named the principal writer of the new constitution. The Constitution of the White Earth Nation was ratified at the fourth Constitutional Convention. The ratified Constitution will soon be presented to the citizens of the reservation as a referendum.
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provisions of an application. Moreover, these contingencies persist today. Children who are "at least one quarter degree Minnesota Chippewa Indian blood born after July 3, 1961, to a member, provided that an application for enrollment" was properly filed, are considered members. The United States policies and provisions based on blood quantum as racial evidence of reservation enumeration association, separates families. This practice of blood quantum, or racial arithmetic, would in time terminate the people named the Anishinaabe.
The Anishinaabe of the White Earth Reservation convey and demonstrate sanguine notions of citizens and families. "There was no single system for determining who was a part of the community and who was not," observed Jill Doerfler in Anishinaabeg Today, the newspaper of the White Earth Reservation. "More importantly the Anishinaabeg maintained their identity as they adapted to new ways of life at White Earth. Identity was flexible and depended on the choices of individuals. Ultimately, little was agreed upon except that rigid racial designations of 'mixed-blood' and 'fullblood' pushed by the United States government investigators were unacceptable and in direct conflict with all Anishinaabeg understandings of identity." The Anishinaabeg "continue to use their own definitions even though they demonstrate a clear awareness" of the ethnic and racial applications of these notions by the federal government.
The Constitution of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe was created and imposed by the federal government. The Constitution, a charter federation of six reservations, established a strong executive, and with reservation advisory committees, but no separate reservation judiciary. There were no real divisions of power in the government.
The Tribal Executive Committee, for instance, "shall be authorized to manage, lease, permit, or otherwise deal with tribal lands, interests in lands or other tribal assets; to engage in any business that will further the economic well being of members of the Tribe," and borrow money from the federal government.
The White Earth Reservation is one of the largest in the federation, and there are specific treaty, charter, and constitutional issues that should be the reserved powers of the reservation, and not decided by the federation. Tribal Executive Committee decisions about individual reservation resources, for instance, and the actual division and distribution of land claims and settlements could be adverse to the citizens of the 56 The Constitution of the White Earth Nation was ratified by the delegates on Saturday, April 4, 2009. The ratification was by secret ballot of twenty-four delegates present.
Sixteen delegates voted for ratification, and eight delegates voted against ratification.
The Constitution of the White Earth Nation will now be presented to eligible citizen voters in a referendum. There are more than twenty thousand citizens of the White Earth Nation.
I duly completed the changes approved by a majority vote of the delegates, including the addition of two elected members of the Legislative Council from outside the reservation community but in Minnesota. The changes in the final version of the document were only minor. The Constitution of the White Earth Nation was posted on several websites and published in the reservation newspaper, Anishinaabeg Today.
PRESENTATION AT THE FINAL CONVENTION
The Constitution of the White Earth Nation provides and ensures a continuation of the Native practices of reciprocity, cultural survivance and sovereignty, and the foundations "The fact that we purport to follow and be bound by the Constitution that was proposed in 1787, ratified in 1789, and formally amended just 27 times," wrote Laurence Tribe in
The Invisible Constitution, "is due, in large part, to the fact that it is a single and singular text, one writing, that memorializes the commitments defining us over the course of time in a ways that neither our physical territory nor the multiple ancestral origins of our nation can. Indeed, the physical writing itself-from the parchment The Constitution of the White Earth Nation was conceived by the stance of resistance, by the shared sentiments and associations of continental liberty, and by the epitome of cultural sovereignty and constitutional governance. The declaration and protection of human rights is a universal sentiment, and that promise has been ratified by the delegates in the Constitution of the White Earth Nation.
The first Ten Amendments to the United States Constitution, the Bill of Rights, provide the foundations of liberty, that no law respecting religion or prohibiting free expression thereof, the freedom of speech, assembly and petition of grievances, the right to keep and bear arms, no unreasonable searches or seizures, due process of law, speedy and public trial, no excessive bail, and powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. The Bill of Rights was ratified in 1791. The Constitution has been amended only twenty-seven times in more than two hundred years.
"The American commitment to freedom of speech and press is the more remarkable because it emerged from legal and political origins that were highly repressive," The Constitution of the White Earth Nation contains two preambles, the first announces the sentiments of cultural sovereignty and continental liberty, and the second is a declaration of essential political sovereignty and inalienable rights. There are twenty chapters and one hundred eighteen specific articles on the branches of the government and the rights of the citizens.
I declared at the first Constitutional Convention that one day we would carry in our pockets a printed copy of the ratified Constitution of the White Earth Nation. The sworn delegates to the final Constitutional Convention have created by the ratification of this document, a great and memorable moment in the history of the White Earth Nation. The
Constitution ensures a continuation of compassionate reciprocity, cultural sovereignty, survivance, and entitles the delegates and citizens to say with confidence, "I know my rights."
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Article 13
The Legislative Council has the power to initiate impeachment proceedings of elected representatives of the government for specific allegations of misconduct, criminal indictments, or felony convictions. To initiate impeachment procedures requires at least a two-thirds vote of the Legislative Council.
Article 14
There shall be two distinct procedures of impeachment. The first is admonition of misconduct but no other action or decree, and the second procedure is impeachment and removal from elected office.
Article 15
The White Earth Nation shall obligate candidates for elected offices not to disburse in campaign services, promotion and advertising more than three times the amount of the annual national family poverty guidelines, for one person in the Contiguous States, established and published in the Federal Register by the United States Department of Human Services.
Article 16
Candidates for elected office shall file a formal report no later than thirty days after the election with the Chief Judge of the Board of Elections. The report shall be an affirmation of total election contributions and disbursements of the candidate.
Article 17
The President and Legislative Council of the White Earth Nation shall maintain public records and documents for posterity. The President shall nominate an archive to secure the public records and documents.
CHAPTER 7: COMMUNITY COUNCILS
The Community Councils shall be initiated and established in geographically based communities by citizens of the White Earth Nation. The Community Councils shall provide communal information, guidance, and recommendations to both the Legislative Council and the President on matters of concern to the citizens. The Community http://www.e-revistes.uji.es/languagevalue 76
Article 5
The President shall be obligated to schedule a special session of the Legislative Council by an official petition of thirty percent of eligible citizen voters of the White Earth Nation.
Article 6
The President may schedule an emergency session of the Legislative Council without written notice to consider urgent matters, services, protection of the health, welfare and safety of the citizens and communities of the White Earth Nation.
Article 7
The Legislative Council shall conduct no other business than the specific stated purpose of an emergency session.
Article 8
The Legislative Council shall have the authority to meet in closed executive sessions with the President to discuss matters of litigation, proposed and discreet negotiations, and other concerns of confidentiality.
Article 9
The Legislative Council shall not decide actions on matters of litigation or confidentiality in closed executive sessions except when the outcome of the session has been fully reported in subsequent public sessions of the Legislative Council. The results of executive sessions shall be decided by vote at a public meeting.
Article 10
Legislative Council motions, votes, resolutions and decisions shall be noted and preserved in the official minutes of the sessions.
Article 11
Legislative Council actions, decisions, and enactments of record shall be available for inspection by citizens during normal business hours of the government.
Constitution of the White Earth Nation
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Article 12
The Legislative Council shall date and number each and every resolution, ordinance, law and statute, and cite the appropriate authority of the Constitution of the White Earth Nation.
Article 13
The Legislative Council shall prepare a certificate for each resolution, ordinance, and statute that confirms the presence of a quorum and indicates the number of members voting for or against each enactment.
Article 14
The Legislative Council shall constitute a quorum by a simple majority of fifty-one percent of the elected members at a duly schedule session.
CHAPTER 18: ETHICS AND IMPEACHMENT
Article 1
Elected members of the government may be impeached or removed from office by a recorded two-thirds vote of the entire Legislative Council.
Article 2
The Legislative Council may impeach or remove from office an elected member of government for a felony conviction in a court of competent jurisdiction.
Article 3
The Legislative Council may impeach or remove from office an elected member of the government for two misdemeanor convictions, including driving while intoxicated, but not including ordinary traffic violations.
Article 4
Elected officials of the government may not be suspended or removed from office without due process of law.
Gerald Vizenor
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Article 5 The Legislative Council may impeach for cause an elected member of the government.
The impeachment may be a form of admonition, a warning or legal statement of charges, or the impeachment may be based on an indictment or conviction for a felony, and the forcible removal of an official of the government.
Article 6
The White Earth Nation shall provide for a recall election of an elected official of the government. Citizens have the right to initiate a petition to recall an elected official. The petition shall secure at least two-thirds of the eligible voters for a recall election. The petition may be political and may include allegations, grievances, complaints and assertions of misconduct, nonfeasance, or mismanagement by an elected official of the government.
CHAPTER 19: PETITIONS AND REFERENDA
Article 1
The Legislative Council may initiate a referendum by a vote of two-thirds of the elected Representatives.
Article 2
Citizens of the White Earth Nation may initiate a referendum by evidence of a vote of thirty percent of the eligible citizen voters.
Article 3
The Legislative Council and eligible citizens may present proposed laws, ordinances, and initiatives to a referendum vote of the electorate, according to certified evidence of the constitutional process.
Article 4
The referendum vote shall be held within one hundred and eighty days from the official receipt of the petition, unless the scheduled date of the referendum is within six months of a general election, in that event the referendum would be presented to the eligible voters in the general election.
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CHAPTER 20: AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
The Constitution of the White Earth Nation may be amended by two-thirds of the recorded eligible votes in a duly called election or referendum to amend the Constitution. Eligible voters must be formally informed by written and published notices of the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the White Earth Nation.
RATIFICATION OF THE CONSTITUTION
The sworn delegates to the White Earth Constitutional Convention hereby duly ratify for a citizen referendum the Constitution of the White Earth Nation.
The Constitution of the White Earth Nation was duly ratified on April 4, 2009, at the Shooting Star Casino Hotel, Mahnomen, Minnesota.
The ratification was by secret ballots of twenty-four delegates present. Sixteen delegates voted for ratification, and eight delegates votes against ratification.
Gerald Vizenor, Distinguished Professor of American Studies at the University of New 
